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Most college freshmen spend
their first year figuring out what they
are going to do. They must figure out
how to be an adult, balance their
classes, and figure out what they’re
passionate about. When it came to Brooke Barnes, however, this was not the case.
Brooke started to get involved her first day of freshmen orientation. She talked to
every table at the resource fair, getting more information about how she can get
involved and when the opportunity presented itself for her to go to a leadership
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camp, she wasted no time. She attended Camp Leatherneck a couple of days before
school started and when she got back,
she really wanted to continue to grow
as a leader.
When elections for NorthQuad’s hall government came up,
Brooke leaped at the opportunity to be
on the executive board. She
campaigned and won her position of
Inter Hall Council Representative. She attended weekly general assembly meetings
for Inter Hall Council and reported it back to Hall Government every week. She
also worked on numerous committees that provided various programming on
campus. One of the first programs that she put on in her committee was an
ornament painting program around the
holiday time. It was a huge success. It was a
great program for any resident regardless of
what they celebrated because they could
paint anything on the ornament and use it as
decoration for your room. Brooke has also
helped plan a Dad’s Day for Western
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Illinois University and a costume contest for Inner Hall Council members to
participate. Brooke has brought many great ideas to Inner Hall Council and Hall
Government that has helped this organizations grow.
Brooke has done a lot for Inner Hall Council;
however, Inner Hall Council has also presented her
with different opportunities to grow her leadership.
IHC allowed Brooke to apply to be part of Western
Illinois University’s 2018 GLACURH delegation.
She was selected over many other applicants and she
did not disappoint. Brooke not only represented our
university in an outstanding manner, but she also
stepped up for us when she was needed. When
Western Illinois University had to present their bid
at GLACURH, Brooke stepped up to sit in board
room. Being a freshman in board room, it can be
quiet intimidating from lack of experience in that
sort of setting. However, Brooke handled the
responsibility with poise and grace.
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Aside from all the things that
Brooke does in the residence halls,
she also makes time to be apart of
other organizations on campus,
including: Unity, the Queer Book
Club, and the National Honors
Society. Brooke is a yes-girl and is
always willing to step up for our
University. She has gone above and
beyond her first year on campus and we are confident that she will continue to do
amazing things for our University.
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February 2, 2019

RE: Ms. Brooke Barns

Illinois Residence Hall Association First Year Experience Award:

In my time at Western Illinois University as an undergraduate student serving as a Resident Assistant,
Orientation Leader, and on various executive boards, I have come to know many top-tier and bottom-tier
students on this campus. Since beginning her educational journey at WIU in the fall of 2018, Ms. Barns
has repeatedly proved to be both a top-tier student leader and impactful team member in every
organization into which she pours her energy. I have served as a mentor, friend, and advisor to Ms. Barns
and provide nothing short of my sincerest recommendation for her in regards to the First Year Experience
Award.

Personal growth was first seen as an opportunity throughout her first year on campus, which then
expediently matured into a strength for Ms. Barns. Her growth comes from the many organizations that
she tirelessly commits herself to, including Inter-Hall Council, Hall Government, Unity, and the National
Honor Society. The very first day of orientation Ms. Barns was ready to devote her time to serve this
University. She has proven to this university that she will always step up and be the leader that we need
her to be. An example of Ms. Barns dedication comes from the time that she stepped up and served in the
GLACURH board room meeting. Western Illinois University had to present a bid for Institution of the
year, rendering the conference coordinators unable to sit in. As a freshman, Ms. Barns stepped up and sat
in for our university. This was her first experience in a formal board room setting. She handled herself
with much poise and represented our university in the very best possible way.

The aforementioned paragraphs provide only a glimpse in the content of Ms. Barns character and strong
leadership capabilities. She is a woman with proficient aptitudes in leadership and influencing both
younger and older students. I wholeheartedly recommend without reservation Ms. Barns to be the
recipient for the First Year Experience Award.

Respectfully,

Shelby Mech
Resident Assistant 2017-2019
Orientation Leader Summer 2017 and 2018
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