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• Major: Supply Chain Management
• Year: Junior
• Hometown: Poplar Grove, Illinois
• Role Model: Princess Poppy
• Employment: Jimmy John’s
• Favorite Color: Pink
• Favorite Drink: Water
• Hobbies: Running outside

• Catchphrase: “DEREK JOHN!”
• Weakness: Cosmic Brownies

• Favorite mode of Transportation: Semi Trucks ☺
• Least favorite mode of Transportation: Trains 
• Favorite Movie: (I think you could guess it)
• Skills: Pretending to be a racecar driver
when behind the wheel

• Resident Assistant
• NRHH Member
• Orientation Leader
• Admissions Volunteer
• Dance Marathon
• Mud Volleyball
• Supply Chain Management Club

Shelby is a “Yes” girl!
When something is needed
to be done then she is the
girl you need. She is always
eager to jump at every

opportunity given to her.
She has been a part of Hall
Government, NRHH, and
other hall activities since

she first started at WIU. She
is a superstar across
campus that everyone knows and strives to be like. She is the
perfect role model student and should be the face of everything

housing related.

Shelby has received several awards and
scholarships not only though her academics
but also her involvements. She is an award
winning OTM writer on a
national level. She has
made the Dean’s list
every semester while
being enrolled in the Honors
College. She was awarded the
John Deere Scholarship which is
the highest award any supply chain student can
receive. She has been selected as a top
program presenting at both IRHA and
GLACURH. She has been awarded student of
the month several times and was even selected
as the most valuable orientation leader. Her
bright and bubbly personality makes her one of the most loveable
students on campus. She lifts every student up on campus and helps
everyone else obtain their goals just as she accomplishes her own.
Shelby continues to go above
and beyond in all her roles on
campus which makes her the
perfect role model. Her
favorite part of all her
responsibilities is seeing
students she helped be able to
help out a younger generation
with tips she taught them.

• GLACURH 2017
• IRHA 2018
• GLACURH 2018

• IRHA 2019

Shelby plans on continuing to
be a Resident Assistant next year
and hopes to work with first year
students interested in Business. She
still works with students that she has
mentored over the past few years
and now works side by side with
several. She plans on continuing to
strive for better academics in the
classroom and being more involved
on campus. She is excited to
continue the companionship that
she has created on her floor and do
the same thing in the following
years. Shelby continuously
promotes Residence Life activities
along with our organizations. She
plans on continuing her involvement
within these organizations and potentially running for some
executive board positions. Shelby is the perfect student when it
comes to Residence Life and should be recognized for all her hard
effort.

February 4th, 2019
Dear Illinois Resident Hall Association,
It is with great pleasure and honor that I write this letter of support for Shelby Mech for Student
of the Year. Throughout this letter you will see why Shelby is more than deserving of the award
Student of the Year.
Shelby is that student and student leader that everyone looks up to on campus. It is amazing to
see how Shelby is able to manage her time to get the most out of her college experience. To
provide a little context, Shelby is a Resident Assistant in our First-Year Experience Community,
is the Fundraising Chair in Phi Sigma Sigma, is highly involved with Western Illinois University’s
Dance Marathon, attends and presents at student conferences (like IRHA and GLACURH), and
works at Jimmy Johns. Additionally, over the summer Shelby was a Summer Orientation and
Admissions Recruiter for WIU. On top of those involvements Shelby also is an Honors student
and pursuing a degree in Supply Chain Management.
With all of that, Shelby is still super bubbly, friendly and passionate about WIU. When you see
Shelby she is always wearing a smile and asking you how you are doing. It is great to see a
young student leader who is so passionate about student leadership and coursework. This is
why I believe that Shelby is more than deserving of the Student of the Year Award for IRHA.
She truly encompasses the student experience here at WIU and many people look up to her as
a student and leader on campus.
Thank you for taking time to read over this letter of support for Shelby Mech for Student of the
Year. If you have any other questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out.
Sincerely,

Andrew Haugen
Thompson Hall Complex Director/IHC Advisor
aj-haugen@wiu.edu

University Housing and Dining Services, 1 University Circle, Macomb, IL 61455-1390
Phone: 309.298.2461

Fax: 309.298.2122

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter of support on behalf of Shelby Mech. I have known Shelby since May of 2018 in
her capacity as an Orientation Leader (OL) on our 2018 Orientation Team. As a member of the
Orientation Team, Shelby worked with students and their guests in order to welcome them to campus
and guide them through our Summer Orientation and Registration (SOAR) Program. SOAR can be an
exhilarating and nerve wrecking time for students and their guests alike. In any situation Shelby was
great at making students and their guests feel comfortable and welcome to our University. She received
only positive feedback from all of her orientation students and their guests because she always went
above and beyond to ensure they had positive experiences. .

Shelby’s passion for engaging the community and serving others can be seen through her many
involvements on campus. Shelby is heavily involved in school holding memberships in organizations such
as her sorority, Panhellenic Council, and Dance Marathon. Along with her job as an OL she also serves
her community as an RA. In addition to her many involvements, Shelby has maintained high academic
standards and upheld her membership in the Honors College.

Shelby’s strong work ethic and drive set her apart from her peers as an outstanding student leader.
Shelby has team building mentality which was evident in her mentorship of new OLs and her positive
working relationships with her fellow returners. She has a kind heart and giving spirit and I can think of
nobody more deserving of this recognition.

Best Regards,
Briana McManus
Graduate Assistant - Orientation Programming
Office of Undergraduate Admissions and Orientation
Western Illinois University

