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He got involved in his Hall
Council and went to many student
leadership conferences. Ben was
not afraid to make a name for
himself on campus

The first day of college is always a
very frantic day, especially for
incoming freshman. When it
comes to Ben, he was unphased
and ready to tackle everything
head on. He was not afraid to
break out of his shell the first week
of classes. He was looking for
opportunities to further his own
personal leadership skills.
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As the semester prolonged, Ben went to Camp New
Hope, which is a weekend that is put on by the
Residential Hall Association ( RHA ) and National
Residence Hall Association ( NRHH ) to help
student leaders find their own type of leadership.

As first semester started to ramp up, the leadership
positions started to ramp up for Ben as well. He saw
the first opportunity in his halls elections for Hall
council. He ran for Thomas Hall Council President
and won it! As this as a stepping stone to further his
experience he used his Presidential position to put
on programs that expose people to hear other
people's lives and see how different people have
different. Thomas Hall called it, “ Life In A
Nutshell”.
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He creates an atmosphere that is is very
inclusive. He accepts everyone he meets
and welcomes all walks of life. He also
was a delegate at GLACURH RLC at
Indiana University Bloomington this past
year.

Continuing his way to success, he
attended the Fall Leadership Conference
on Eastern’s campus to see how he could
create his own path of leadership as
Thomas Hall president. As Thomas Hall
President he promotes the residents of the
hall to come to events and try to find
what they like to do.
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He cares about his residents and he
wants to help them find their own
leadership opportunities. Ben is a
shining star on Eastern's Campus and
he is looking for more opportunities to
help students all over campus find their
way to become a great leader.

Ben had started out his freshman year
with a mindset to get involved and help
build a community on campus. With
several conferences under his belt and
the many experiences he has had , he
changes the narrative on how residence
hall life should be on a college campus.
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February 9th, 2020

Dear Illinois Residence Hall Association, Please accept this letter of support for Benjamin “Ben” Drake for the first-year
experience award at the Illinois Residence Hall Association annual conference. During his first year at Eastern Illinois University
he has exuded the values this conference holds dear – leadership, scholarship, recognition, and service. In Ben’s first year he has
gotten involved in a variety of ways. Ben works for University Housing and Dining Services in the university food court. He not
only delivers delicious delicacies but a positive attitude and excellent customer service. Ben also serves as the hall council
President of Thomas Hall – a role rare to be held and executed as well as Ben has as a first-year student. Ben not only serves as a
leader to housing and dining, he is a Senator for all of campus. Ben doesn’t let all of this leadership experience inflate his ego.
Despite his amazing experience, he was initially selected as an alternate to attend GLACURH RLC. He didn’t let this defeat him; he
knew a spot on a delegation was something he needed to earn. He gave his best and when he was selected to attend the
conference, he built the delegation up and at the conference rallied cheer after cheer. Ben is also attending this current
conference as an outstanding delegate and an essential piece to the overall positivity of the group. Ben doesn’t let these
experiences he receives affects his grades. Ben is currently a Golden Apple Scholar and hopes to become a social sciences
teacher in the future. Ben consistently promotes good grades to his hall council and fellow floor mates. He is a constant reminder
that scholarship is just as important to students as the opportunities they take to professionally develop. Ben is also known for
“popping off” when someone deserves recognition. Ben will not let a good deed go unnoticed, whether he is giving back himself
or recognizing the good works of others, he is there to participate and celebrate. Most notably he encouraged his hall council to
perform a service event where they created and donated dog toys. In closing, I ask that you please give Ben your most serious
consideration for the first-year experience award. Ben is an outstanding example for a student taking the opportunity of college
and living each day to the fullest. Undoubtedly, Ben will continue to further his leadership ability on campus and in the region.
Should you desire any further information, you may contact me at gmdieter@eiu.edu or 217-581- 8001.
Sincerely, Greta Dieter University Court & Greek Court Complex Director Residence Hall Association, Advisor
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