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Getting to know
“Plant Mom”
Brooke Barnes!
Brooke is a sophomore at Western Illinois University. She is a Nursing Major
with a 3.8 cumulative GPA. Achieving and hanging onto this high academic
score has helped her not only surpass the requirements for being on the
Dean’s list but be within the top 10 percent of this list, making her one of the
Elite. She sets her lowest expectations at the highest standard and has an
extremely strong leadership presence on campus. She is a first year R.A and in
addition to this is a part of the Resident Assistant Council where there she
holds the position of Campus Liaison. Brooke not only has a strong academic
and leadership presence on campus she also, volunteers many hours for
different events around campus.

Fun Fact: Brooke has over 40 plants!
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RA Council Campus Liaison
On Campus, Brooke takes the
Resident Assistant Council very
seriously. She’s very passionate
about resident life, which inspired
her to step up and was selected for
Campus Liaison for RAC. As
campus liaison, she helps keep the
campus connected. She does this
by attending weekly to Inner Hall
Council meetings to be informed
on what other organizations are
doing around campus and helps
connect IHC and RAC with
tailgating events for football games.
Another responsibility that Brooke
has with this role is haunted
housing. She recreated the way
haunted housing has previously
been done by getting the hall
governments involved. This year
it’s a competition between the
halls, which helped engage
students to participate and get
excited about volunteering.

Brooke’s
Leadership Roots

Campus Involvement
Brooke has been a part of Inner Hall Council, Resident Assistant
Council, she is a sophomore R.A, a voice in the student government
community, and FYE Course (First Year Experience) Peer Mentor.
Brooke has also gone to GLACURH and other conferences held at the
state level. She was chosen to represent WIU at the GLACURH
Conference as well as IHRA, where she got First Year Student of the
Year and won an award for her program “Growing into Yourself.” She
is also the programming committee chair for the upcoming IRHA
conference that Western is hosting in 2020.

Who Says? They Do!
Resident Account Sadie: “You’re
the best R.A and best friend I
could ever ask for!”
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Resident Assistant
Brooke is not only a first year R.A but has been chosen to mold the futures and
make the biggest and brightest impact on those who are just starting out at
Western. She is responsible for 21 girls on her floor and has taken the time to
get to know each one of the on a personal level. Each month she has themed
door decorations that she makes for her community to make the girls feel more
comfortable in their new environment and make their time here at Western
feel like a second home. Every week Brooke puts on floor programs to connect
with the residents, for them to connect with each other and develop friendships.
She does this in many creative ways that can range from getting coffee together
to making a wall filled with positive quotes that everyone on the floor
contributed to and she shows them how to love themselves. Brooke is also a
valuable team member on her staff and has been RA of the week. Adding onto
this, Brooke is constantly given shout outs by other staff members for her
dedication to the role and always willing to help someone else on staff when she
is able to.

First Year Experience
In her First Year Experience class she
volunteered to be a mentor for a class of 20+
freshman. She is an aid and helpful resource
around the classroom that’s always willing to
lend others a hand. She helps the students
stay connected on campus and brings them to
events to get involved, while acting as a guide
with answers their questions they might have
about the school. The teacher considers her
an asset to the class and gives her the first 10
minutes to make announcements of events
around campus and give positive advice to
keep the students motivated.
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Growing with
NRHH!
NRHH Involvement
Brooke joined NRHH the second she was able to- her second semester
as a Freshman! Ever since then she has been an outstanding member of
the organization and stands out by a landslide. Her positive attitude and
love for NRHH radiates through meetings. She is consistently
volunteering to help with things, even when she cannot make meetings,
she is making sure she upholds the values of NRHH. Brooke is a perfect
example of what an NRHH member should be, and we are so thankful to
have her in our chapter.
Volunteer Work and Community Service Dedications
Haunted Housing, FYE Peer Mentor, Dodgeball for Diabetes, Fresh
Check Day, Make a Difference Day
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Reaching New
HeightsConference Experience
Brooke first attended GLACURH in 2018 as a Freshmen
her fall semester. GLACURH inspired her to attend
another conference in the Spring and she went to her first
IRHA. Brooke not only got a top programming award for
“Growing into Your True Self”, she also won FYE Student
on the Year. Brooke enjoyed IRHA so much that she
decided to help make it possible at WIU this year and
applied for the IRHA Conference Team at WIU. Brooke is
currently working as the Programming Chair on the board.
Brooke has additionally attended GLACURH 2019 and
UNI RAC Conference, where she won a top 5
programming award for “Growing with Others.” She plans
on attending more conferences in the future.
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